Serving Brasside, Framellate Moor and Pity Me
Spring 2020
Message from the Chair — Councillor Karon Willis
The Parish Council are liaising with DCC, Police and Local County
Councillors to reassess the traffic issues along the Front Street. I would
like to wish those residents recently involved in the recent accidents a full
and healthy recovery.
We have agreed this year to look towards hopefully improving the
footpaths and access surrounding the War Memorial, and have asked DCC
if we can assume responsibility of this area, to develop in time to a memorial garden.
The responses from the recent survey have been noted and all concerns recorded. These will be
included in our new website. We will actively look at these and discuss what / if we can achieve.
You can contact us at anytime via the Parish Clerk, email or contact a Councillor (contact details
overleaf). I shall be holding a surgery in the Pavilion at 1st Tuesday of every month from 10am —
11am. Please come along and let us know what you as a resident of the Parish would like us to
deal with.

VE Day — 75th Anniversary
You are all invited to celebrate the 75th VE day anniversary at the King
George V Pavilion on Friday 8th May at 3:00pm. Where we will be joining
the nation to remember the impact on our servicemen and their loved ones
from the Second World War.
There will be free refreshments available, all provided and served by the
ladies of the W.I, who were an important movement during these times and
provided endless support to their local communities. All businesses have
been asked to participate in doing a window display with a prize for the
best dressed window. Let’s all pull together and strengthen our community.
We have completed two plaques at the war memorial with both WW1 and
WW2 fallen soldiers. We are hoping to complete the memorial with the
names of those lost in other conflicts. Cllr Dawson would welcome contact
with anyone who has information or could help with this task.

Annual Parish Meeting
An Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Wednesday 6th May 2020
at the Pavilion, this will commence at 6.00pm before the Parish Council Meeting.
You as Parishioners are all invited to attend, this is your meeting. Is there anything you
would like to place on the agenda, if so, please let the Clerk know by phone or email.
Your County Councillors will also be in attendance to take your questions.

Council Tax 20202020-21
Given our ongoing programme for continuing improvements to the local facilities, we have agreed
an increase to the Parish Council precept. It is expected that the majority of the expenditure for
future works will be sourced through Grant Aid but a certain amount of ‘match funding’ will be
required and the Parish Council felt it was a modest increase to help fund continuing improvements
to the Parish facilities. In reality the actual impact of the increase on someone owning Band D
property is less than 5p per week.

Remembrance Day parade
On Sunday 10th November there was a
Remembrance Day parade, which
commenced at St Aidens Church and
finished at the War Memorial with a short
service from Rev Caroline Dick

Here are some photos from the day
courtesy of Gary Tidbury
The photo above is of the late Mr Graham, who has
since sadly passed away. We send our
condolences to his family.

Christmas
Tree Lights
Last year we lit our
Christmas Tree at
the King George V
Pavilion.
We would like as
many shops to
partake
in
this
years display.

Tree stumps
When we lost a tree that was no longer safe,
our local County Councillors asked for enough
of the tree stump to be left so that something
could be done with it. After contacting a local
sculptor (Richie Barnes) who specialises in
chainsaw carvings he came up with the design
of two owls and wizard. Richie gave his time for
free, the Parish Council paid for the materials
and the County Councillors paid for the flower
beds. The feature has received some fantastic
responses from local residents.

Know your
Councillors
Cllr Karon Willis (Chair)

karon.willis.fmpc@gmail.com

Cllr Nigel Martin (Vice Chair)

nigel.martin.fmpc@gmail.com

Cllr Peter Dawson

peter.dawson.fmpc@gmail.com

Cllr Colin Hillary

colin.hillary.fmpc@gmail.com

Cllr Grenville Holland

grenvilleholland@btinternet.com

Cllr Trish Johnson

trish.johnston.fmpc@gmail.com

Cllr Terry Moderate

terry.moderate.fmpc@gmail.com

Cllr Graeme Blenkiron

graeme.blenkiron.fmpc@gmail.com

You also have 3 County Councillors on the Parish Council - see below
Cllr Mamie Simmons

mamie.simmons@durham.gov.uk

Cllr Mark Wilkes

mark.wilkes@durham.gov.uk

Cllr Amanda Hopgood

amanda.hopgood@durham.gov.uk

Contact the Parish Clerk:
Angela Foster — The Pavilion Building, front Street, Framwellgate Moor, Durham DH1 5BL
07572 004256 or email on framwellatemoorparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk.
We have a new website, visit us at www.framwellgatemoorparishcouncil.co.uk

Hire the Pavilion / Tennis Courts /
Multi Use Games area (MUGA)
You can hire the facilities by contacting the Parish Clerk. The cost to hire the Pavilion is £10.00 per
hour or £15.00 for corporate hiring. You can use the sports facilities for free on an ad-hoc basis, but
if you wish to hire at an agreed time, then the cost will be £10 per hour.

Bowling Green
We have an outdoor bowling green to hire. If you wish to hire as a casual user, you could pay £40
per year, that way you can play as often as you like. Or on an individual basis for £5 per session.
You could be part of a team or play with a couple of friends. Why not pop along to see, if you have
never played before our Greenkeeper Brian Quinn can point you in the right direction. Kitchen with
refreshments and toilet facilities available The Council are looking at making changes to the green
from next year. More details to follow.

Survey results
Our last Newsletter contained a survey trying to identify local issues, as well as asking for opinions
on whether the current Parish area should be extended to include Newton Hall.
While the number of responses overall was quite low, they were around two-to-one in favour of
looking further at expanding the Parish Council area, so we shall move forward in consulting
residents of Newton Hall about this issue.
On local issues, the items listed below appear to be the main concerns of residents across our area.
Q 1. Traffic
•
The main concerns are volume of traffic on Pit Lane, Front Street, and Main Road Brasside.
•
Parking on pavements at Framwellgate Front Street and lack of parking at Woodside for
residents.
Q2. Leisure
•
Dog fouling around play areas and lack of bins
•
Sparse play equipment at Abbey Road, Brasside and New Terrace.
•
Abbey Road play surface needs improving
•
No history info for Pity Me
•
Overage teenagers playing on swings on an evening
Q3. Issues main
•
Tackle drug issues
•
New College to police students and create relationships with public
•
Litter around the whole area
•
Cleaner environment around whole parish
•
Memorial area could be tidier
Q4. Wish list
•
More wildflower meadows
•
Woodland trust plans
•
Encourage community spirit
•
Spruce up Front Street
•
No cycling on footpaths
•
Lack of Christmas decorations
Q5. Other
•
Notice board at Brasside
•
Climate change
•
Framwellgate Moor is the name — not Fram
•
Memorial plaque from ‘Acorn Place’ where is it now?
•
Resurfacing of mineral line North Side comprehensive was badly done
If you would still like your say, please do contact the Parish Clerk for a copy of the survey.
We do appreciate you all taking the time to give us your comments/concerns. As you will appreciate
we are not responsible for all the issues raised, but will do our best to see if anything can be done.

